Introduction
Most aphids occur in dense colonies on their host plants. The ecological advantages of this behaviour can consist either in decreasing effects of predation [Turchin & Kareiva 1989; Klingauf & Sengonca 1970] or in the fact that concentrated fe eding causes a change in plant metabolism which is favourable to the aphid [Way 1973, Way & Cammell I970] . Way [1973] suggests that aggregated feeding gives a possibility to use less favourable feeding sites and to optimize the balance between fe eding intensity and keeping the plant in a favourable condition as long as possible. Behavioural mechanisms involved in keeping colonies together are less well known. Studies on the sycamore aphid [Kennedy & Crawley 1967; Dixon & Logan 1972] indicate a tactile communication between aphid individuals.
